FEBRUARY 2018
Sincerely,
Janet Bloch, LCA Executive Director

Summer Blockbuster
Original Andy Warhol works will be on loan from
the Drew and Wendy Levenfeld collection, as well
as from the Brauer Museum of Art’s permanent
collection at Valparaiso University. Andy Warhol
(1928–1987) is widely recognized as one of the
most important artists of the twentieth century. Over 50
original works will be on display including a collection of black
and white photographs, Polaroids, and large color screen prints
that include iconic images such as the Campbell Soup Can and
the Moon Walk. The works shown will span Warhol’s career
from the late 60s through the late 80s, providing opportunity
to learn more about the artist and his impact on the global art
world. His focus on the mundane is easily recognizable to the
public, giving his work a democratic sensibility.
An invited group of artists whose work has been guided
by Warhol’s legacy will also be on exhibit. Many of Warhol’s
strategies are being used by contemporary artists today, and
his influence will be examined in several categories, such as
celebrity, gender identity, and popular culture.
Moon Walk, 1987, On loan from Drew & Wendy Levenfeld
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Dear Friends,
I feel a deep sense
of satisfaction
after concluding
my first year as
Executive Director.
In 2017, LCA’s major
accomplishments
included the
construction of a
welcoming new
façade, a year
of compelling
and memorable art exhibitions, and innovative
educational initiatives that helped strengthen local
students’ creative and academic successes. My
deepest pleasure stems from connecting with our
community and using the arts to enliven the region.
We have made many new friends this year (adding
117 new paid memberships), and developed the
richness of our long-standing relationships. And we
did it with a balanced budget!
Our vision for LCA’s future is to strengthen its
leadership role in the arts and develop it into a
major cultural attraction in our region. Through a
strong, focused refinement in three key areas—
exhibitions, education and partnerships—we
will turn our vision into a reality. Our exhibition
program will be ambitious, grabbing the attention
of a regional audience with relevant, high-quality
artwork; our educational programs will grow in
depth and breadth serving more students without
compromising on the quality that LCA is known
for; and expansion of our annual festival and
collaborations with civic, cultural, and community
groups will help build the desirability of Michigan
City as a place to live and visit.
The realization of any great vision takes many
dedicated people working together to make it a
reality, so I will be calling on many of you to help us
achieve our goals. Here’s to a rousing 2018!
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LCA board president Mike Hackett and member
Erika Lubeznik will co-chair this year’s ArtBash Gala
committee. The summer’s best party will be held
again at Michigan City’s Blue Chip Casino Hotel &
Spa on Saturday, June 23, 2018. Please save the date!

arts education

On Saturday, April 21, LCA will host its first Zine and Small
Press Fest in collaboration with local and regional partners.
Zines are self-published, small-circulation “magazines”
using original and appropriated text and images, most
commonly self-published with a photocopier. This Fest
will bring together artists, zinemakers, and poets for an
event highlighting this contemporary art form with panel
discussions, readings, artists’ booths, and an exhibit in
LCA’s NIPSCO Education Studio that will run through
May. The panel discussion will include professors of English
and Art from local universities to discuss the role of the
zine in a larger context of community activism, historical
documentation, fine arts, and literature. This exhibit will also
feature zines by afterschool students under LCA instruction.
This year, our Birds and Bees and upcoming Warhol: Icon &
Influence exhibits will welcome nearly two thousand school
children! Learning tour requests are coming from schools
and programs in LaPorte, Porter and Lake counties. For
many students, a visit to LCA is their first time visiting an art
museum and may be their only experience. We engage our
young visitors with educational tours led by trained docents,
and students also complete a hands-on art project that
deepens their understanding of the concepts of
the viewed artworks. We expose local youth to
the power of art through learning tours that
encourage critical thinking, empathy and an
appetite for culture.

Message From Our President
“The LCA could not be more proud of where we are and
what we provide to our community and our region. We
have brought on new board members that are helping us
to strategically create a plan for our continued growth. The
future could not be brighter for our organization.
Mike Hackett, President
LCA Board of Directors
(Left to right)
LCA’s newest
board members,
Scott Pelath and
Kesha Pate with
vice president
Rod Lubeznik, at
opening of Birds
& Bees

wish list

• A DSLR Camera—24 megapixels
• Wireless Microphone or two
(for panel discussions)
• Cases of good wine for events
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Since fall, our focus has been on organizational
planning and fund development. Both are critical in
strengthening LCA’s operations, programming and
community outreach.
As a first step, our board of directors hosted a
retreat on Saturday, October 28th, 2017 to formulate
a vision for LCA’s future. With the aid of consultant
Michael Beall, written exercises were conducted
along with group discussions for board members
to review their responsibilities and share their
individual expertise in order to function more
effectively. The retreat also provided an opportunity
for members to get to know each other better.
A significant result of the retreat was a shared
recognition for active board engagement in
the identification and solicitation of major gift
fundraising. With a goal of $40,000, LCA year-end
appeals were mailed in November and generated
$43, 751. Another $6,112 helped support the
Dolly Fund Scholarship Endowment in 2017.
In addition, several new gifts of $500 advanced
membership in LCA’s ArtMakers giving circle.
Grant support in FY 2017 increased by 24
percent, totaling $126,936. The Michigan City
Redevelopment Commission additionally
provided $39, 045 for our new façade. Grant
partners including the Barker Welfare Foundation,
Horizon-Cares and the Indiana Arts Commission
provided support for activities including the
afterschool program, Literacy through the Arts, and
the LCA Learning Tours. Our conversations with
foundation representatives have underscored the
need for a new strategic plan. Integral to these
efforts is the creation of a more comprehensive
fundraising program at LCA that reflects the
increased identification of sources at all levels
of funding. A new planned giving society will
also be introduced in 2018 as another avenue to
increase giving by LCA friends. More details will
be presented soon.
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Year End Goals & Future Planning

